
As we look at August, we think the beginning of school.  That leads us to think about the 

educators as they prepare for another busy school year. We are so very thankful to have many 

outstanding educators in our county.  Many of them work in our school system where they bring 

their best game to the students each day.  Others craft their work at home with their children. 

Many of us have more casual roles assisting with the education of others.  Whether we are 

sharing how to make a recipe, how to fix the lawnmower or  how to use that new phone, we all 

help others learn in some form or fashion. 

I am so thankful for all the people in my life who have helped me learn academic, life, 

personal and social skills through the years and continue to teach me today.  It has been my 

privilege to learn many lessons from our patrons here at the library. 

Keep coming and keep teaching us. 

Linda 
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As our climate evolves and DeSoto County’s population and land use change, we need to be 

mindful of how we can help protect and enjoy our fragile environment.  Ginny Stibolt is recognized 

as one of Florida’s most 

knowledgeable and most 

prolific authors on native and 

sustainable gardening.  Even if 

you only wish to use a small 

section of your yard to support 

our local beauties that flitter 

around, one of these books 

could help you choose wisely 

for your location. 

BACK-TO

-SCHOOL 

AUGUST 

 

We are happy to announce our DeSoto Sharing 

Libraries. Find out more about how you can become a 

Sponsor or Steward of one of these “take a book, 

return a book” free book exchange sites! Our first 

outdoor location is at the Walt Brewer Sports Complex. 

https://desotobocc.com/department/public_library/

desoto-sharing-libraries 

https://desotobocc.com/department/public_library/desoto-sharing-libraries
https://desotobocc.com/department/public_library/desoto-sharing-libraries
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Publishers Weekly 

Bestseller Lists  

July 29, 2022  

FICTION 
1. Portrait of an Unknown 

Woman, by Daniel Silva 
2. The 6:20 Man: A Thriller, 

by David Baldacci 
3. Shattered, by James 

Patterson and James O 
Born 

4. The Hotel Nantucket, by 
Elin Hilderbrand 

5. The It Girl, by Ruth Ware 
6. Sparring Partners, by John 

Grisham 
7. Rising Tiger: A Thriller, by 

Brad Thor 
8. The Big Dark Sky, by Dean 

Koontz 
9. Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, 

and Tomorrow, by Gabrielle 
Zevin 

10.Grace Under Fire, by Julie 
Garwood 

 

NONFICTION 
1. The Power of One More, by 

Ed Mylett 

2. Journeys Through the 
Radiant Citadel (Dungeons & 
Dragons Adventure Book), by 
Wizards RPG Team 

3. The Battle for the American 
Mind, by Pete Hegseth 

4. The Metaverse: And How It 
Will Revolutionize 
Everything, Matthew Ball 

5. Bake: My Best Ever Recipes 
for the Classics, by Paul 
Hollywood 

6. Atlas of the Heart: Mapping 
Meaningful Connection and 
the Language of Human 
Experience, by Brené Brown 

7. Thank You for Your 
Servitude: Donald Trump's 
Washington and the Price of 
Submission, by Mark 
Leibovich 

8. Killing the Killers: The Secret 
War Against Terrorists, by Bill 
O'Reilly and Martin Dugard 

9. Dirtbag, Massachusetts: A 
Confessional, by Isaac 
Fitzgerald 

10.The World's Worst 
Assistant, by Sona Movsesian 

Liz likes—Liz Coronado 

We Lie Here, by Rachel Howell Hall, is a family based suspense novel. I 

thought the writing was done well and kept the story moving. I enjoyed the 

story and I really got caught up in all the action. There's a little bit of 

romance but it's not the main storyline.  I’ll admit, it started off great and 

then mid way slowed down and then got dramatic around the 75% mark. 

The ending was ahhmazing!  

       Yara Gibson cannot stand her hometown. So when she heads to 

Palmdale, California, it's definitely not for pleasure. But she wants to give her 

parents an amazing 20th anniversary celebration. All seems to be going according to her plan. Then, 

out of nowhere, she gets a bizarre text from an unfamiliar number. Later on a woman claiming to 

be her cousin, Felicia, shows up at her hotel and demands that Yara listen to her. Now she's too 

shaken up to just ignore the weird confrontation. 

        When Felicia turns up dead the next day and has left Yara some very interesting clues, she feels 

compelled to find out exactly what happened. But now she's realizing that her family has a lot of 

secrets and one of them doesn't want any of those secrets to come to light.  

Before I left on holiday Karen Smoke gave me the May/June 2021 issue of the Saturday Evening 

Post to easily pack into my suitcase. It is a Special Fiction Issue with some of the best short stories 

from the archives. Knowing I would actually have little time for reading during this trip, I was elated 

to have short stories at my fingertips. Most of the authors were known to me: Christie, Crane, 

Faulkner, Fitzgerald, Hurston. L’Amour, Lewis, London, O Henry, Salinger, Twain, Wharton… but few 

of these stories had I read previously.  

One story called “A Street of Bugles” by Anne Tyler, written in 1963 when this Pulitzer Prize 

winner was just 21, was of particular interest to me while being on the Greek island where my 

husband grew up. Many people who live here still, never wanted to leave like the people described 

in the story who live in a small town on the coast of Maine. However, there was one young boy, 

Sammy,  like my husband when he was young, wanted to escape. He and a friend are about to 

launch a new yacht named Odessa, and as they are moving the boat to the water some children 

gather. They are sharing a bugle, passing it along, taking turns to blow a blast of bugle calls; thus 

the title. As the Odessa slips into the water the bugle “…sound(s) out over the water, speeding the 

boat away, and yet…sadly calling it back.” Sammy and his friend sit for a moment in the boat 

listening “…to the peaceful slapping of the water…and to the gentle sort of breathing noise that 

every good boat makes.”  

Sammy’s friend breaks the silence saying it is time to take the Odessa back to the wharf, but 

instead of following orders as usual, Sammy starts the engine, swings the tiller and heads out 

toward the open sea. The thrilling sense of adventure Sammy feels is one I believe my husband felt 

years ago leaving his island to find a future in America. 

In the introduction to the magazine’s fiction special, Robert Penn Warren writes that “fiction 

gives us a heightened awareness of life, with all the fresh, uninhibited opportunity to vent… tears, 

laughter, tenderness, sympathy, hate, love, and irony…”  

In addition, by nature, any problematic threat a story may present is mere imagination, and 

since stories promise resolutions to conflicts, readers wait in suspense to learn what will happen 

and what meaning the event might hold for them as it relates to the story of their own life. 

Read all the stories as they appeared in their entirety:  
200th Anniversary Fiction | The Saturday Evening Post  

 

Bookmarked—Jolaine Konstantinidis  

https://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/fiction200/


Robert recommends—Robert Andres 
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If you like statistics and you are interested in human psychology and dating then Dataclysm: Who We 

Are (When We Think No One's Looking) by Christian Rudder is required reading.  Written by one of the 

founders of a large internet dating site, the book examines how we respond to questions about our 

preferences and how we act on those preferences. Or, sometimes surprisingly, do not. Oh, and there are a 

lot of lovely graphs to make the story the numbers tell more visually delicious. 

Book Chat notes from July 27—Join us Wednesday mornings at 11 a.m. 

Robert has been hosting Book Chat and compiling detailed notes while Jolaine is on vacation. Seven readers were in attendance today.  Next week Jolaine returns: 

please mark your calendars and come to the reunion. Here are a few highlights from the notes: 

Carolyn told us about the book she recently finished, The Nickel Boys, by Colson Whitehead.  This book tells the story of a boys' home in the 1960s in Tallahassee 

Florida.This historical fiction details the horrors that were common in many orphanages and homes for unwanted youth at the time and Carolyn summed it up as a 

worthwhile, but not necessarily a pleasant read. 

--Continued on back page 

Lazy B: Growing Up on a Cattle Ranch in the American Southwest, by Sandra Day O'Connor and H. Alan Day 

is the remarkable story of our first female justice of the U.S. Supreme Court , her early family life, her journey to 

adulthood in the American Southwest and how that helped make her the woman she became—one of the most 

powerful women in America. In this illuminating and unusual book, Sandra Day O’Connor tells, with her brother, 

Alan, the story of the Day family, and of growing up on the harsh yet beautiful land of the Lazy B ranch in 

Arizona. 

Laced throughout the stories about three generations of the Day family, and everyday life on the Lazy B, are 

the lessons Sandra and Alan learned about the world, self-reliance, and survival, and how the land, people, and 

values of the Lazy B shaped them. This fascinating glimpse of life in the Southwest in the last century recounts an 

important time in American history, and provides an enduring portrait of an independent young woman on the brink of becoming one of 

the most prominent figures in America. 

Want to know more about this remarkable lady? Read First, Sandra Day O’Connor by Evan Thomas. 

Every year we look forward to the arrival of a special book collection, the Sunshine State Young 

Reader Awards books. Here's a peek at two of the Junior Award picture books, suitable for grades K-2. 

The Sneaking, Hiding, Vibrating Creature by Nathan Pyle is a picture book based on the author's  

popular Instagram comics. When the nearest star rises, Lifegiver has an exciting quest planned for 

Offspring! Follow along as they observe a strange creature that sneaks, 

hides, and vibrates around their house. Hilarity ensues as the blue 

beings try to mimic this talented creature. 

          The Middle Kid by Steven Weinberg is sure to resonate with kids, no matter their 

position in the pecking order. When you're the middle kid, you're never the first nor 

the last to do anything. You're not the tallest or the smallest; you're babysitting one 

sibling but teased by the other. Stuck between a bossy older brother and a naive 

younger sister, Middle Kid feels left out of two worlds. Gently funny and richly 

detailed, this book takes readers through a day in the life of a middle kid, and all the 

challenges and advantages of a life in-between. 

Sunshine State Young Readers arriving—Kara Illguth 

Nonfiction choice—by Karen Smoke  
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Marie gave us a heartfelt rundown of the book Britt Marie Was Here by Fredrik Backman.  The book has made the 

rounds and the story has been related in greater and lesser detail in the group.  Marie painted a picture of a person 

becoming themselves and, in the process, bringing a town together. 

Pat was recently needed a book to cover a short wait and picked up Recitatif by Toni Morrison.  This is Toni 

Morrison's only short story and tells the story of two children who spend time in a home together and how they meet later 

in life 

Karen has been reading, or re reading, Killing Mr. Watson by Peter Matthiessen. This story is partly historic - it is 

based on stories and folklore from the Florida Keys. Karen described the book as difficult but worth the effort. The book is 

book one of The Shadow Country Trilogy, so there are additional books about Mr. Watson! 

Peter has been enjoying some books on CD lately including essays by Charles Krauthammer and most recently a 

book about the Kingdom of Bhutan, a landlocked country in the Himalayas.  Some notably unusual things about Bhutan? 

Their colorfully decorated temples and also the nation's stated purpose to provide for the contentment of their citizens. 

Peter also shared this quote with us, "Don't trust anyone whose TV set is larger than their bookshelf". We hear a good 

number of such sayings at the library but this one was new. 

We ended the morning's chat talking about books and movies in general. Books that are movies, or should be 

movies, or should be better movies? I think my favorite list is the one "Books that should be movies and I should play the 

following character."   

Check out: https://www.goodreads.com/list/tag/book-to-film 

https://www.goodreads.com/list/tag/book-to-film

