
Dear Folks, 

Thank you so much for your support this summer.  We are having a great time 

and enjoying seeing many of you at our summer activities.  We are so grateful to 

the School District of DeSoto County and All Faiths Food Bank for providing lunch, 

food and snacks for our youngsters as they participate with us.  Having great 

partners makes such a difference. 

July is our celebration of the freedom and liberty we share in the United 

States.  Libraries are such an integral part of the freedom to learn and grow as 

individuals and as a country.  We appreciate your support as we attempt to 

provide both recreational and educational reading opportunities for all. 

Come see us. 

Linda 
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remember kindness and 

generosity count. 
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Publishers Weekly 

Bestseller Lists  

June 29, 2022  

FICTION 
 
1. The Hotel Nantucket, by 

Elin Hilderbrand 
2. Sparring Partners, by 

John Grisham 
3. Horse, by Geraldine 

Brooks 
4. Tom Clancy: Zero Hour, 

by Don Bentley 
5. Run, Rose, Run, by James 

Patterson and Dolly 
Parton 

6. Nightwork, by Nora 
7. Meant to Be, by Emily 

Giffin 
8. City of Likes, by Jenny 

Mollen 
9. 22 Seconds, by James 

Patterson and Maxine 
Paetro 

10.The Stranger in the 
Lifeboat, by Mitch Albom 

 

NONFICTION 
 
1. The Battle for the 

American Mind, by Pete 
Hegseth 

2. Just Tyrus: A Memoir, by 
Tyrus 

3. I'd Like to Play Alone, 
Please: Essays, by Tom 
Segura 

4. James Patterson by James 
Patterson: The Stories of 
My Life, by James 
Patterson 

5. The Power of One More, by 
Ed Mylett 

6. Killing the Killers: The 
Secret War Against 
Terrorists, by Bill O'Reilly 
and Martin Dugard 

7. What Is a Woman?: One 
Man's Journey to Answer 
the Question of a 
Generation, by Matt Walsh 

8. The End of the World Is 
Just the Beginning, by 
Peter Zeihan 

9. Happy-Go-Lucky, by David 
Sedaris 

10.How to Raise An 
Antiracist, by Random 
House 

Liz likes—Liz Coronado 

Two women. Many aliases.  

Meg Williams. Maggie Littleton. Melody Wilde. Different names 

for the same person, depending on the town, depending on the job. 

She's a con artist who erases herself to become whoever you need her 

to be. A college student. A life coach. A real estate agent. Nothing about 

her is real. She slides alongside you and tells you exactly what you need 

to hear, and by the time she's done, you've likely lost everything.  

Kat Roberts has been waiting ten years for the woman who upended her life to return. 

And now that she has, Kat is determined to be the one to expose her. With two savvy and 

unflinching female characters, I was caught in their circuitous web of deceit. Blurred lines, 

interchangeable roles, and other lying characters made for intrigue as I tried to ascertain who 

was conning who and what the ultimate goal was. The Lies I Tell , by Julia Clark, is a fast-

paced mystery  an intensely tantalizing, high stakes game of cat and mouse. This is a must 

read book of  summer, one that you will definitely not want to miss out on.  

Bill Bryson has written on many topics and is always pleasant 

reading with some quirky humorous comments and occasionally, sublime 

insights.  His book, A Walk in the Woods, was a major success and tells 

the meandering story of a man and a friend intending to hike the 

Appalachian Trail.  And that is what is enjoyable about this book—for 

some low key low stakes just lovely reading about some walking and an 

occasional bear, it is a perfect choice. 

If not for our library weekly book chat I would not have come 

across the historical novel by Viola Ardone, The Children’s Train, 

translated from the Italian (Il Treno dei Bambini) by Clarissa Botsford. 

The book circulated among our members with positive reviews and 

ended up in my hands. Ardone tells the story of the aftermath of WWII 

in poverty stricken southern Italy when children were sent to live with 

families in the north by their parents to escape starvation. The 

psychological and emotional struggle these families experienced is 

told first through the eyes of a young boy who later looks back on his traumatic childhood as a 

grown man who was forced to make difficult choices and sacrifices in his life in order to 

survive and grasp opportunities in life. Among other things this novel based on real events 

recalls the plight of numerous families and children currently seeking refuge from war-torn 

countries and oppression.   

Through the many discussions of this book by various “book chat” readers, other books translated from the authors’ 
native language were mentioned. It made me curious about the cultural importance and power of the translator’s art 
in connecting people through language. I found a fascinating article online that highlights five Spanish novels about 
translators in English translation:  https://www.asymptotejournal.com/blog/2018/03/28/on-translators-in-translation
-spanish-novels-about-translators-available-in-english-translation/ 

 Bookmarked—Jolaine Konstantinidis  

Robert recommends—Robert Anders 

https://www.asymptotejournal.com/blog/2018/03/28/on-translators-in-translation-spanish-novels-about-translators-available-in-english-translation/
https://www.asymptotejournal.com/blog/2018/03/28/on-translators-in-translation-spanish-novels-about-translators-available-in-english-translation/


Editor’s pick—by Karen Smoke 
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Remember when the Florida panther was a hot news item? We were told the cat was on the brink of 

extinction and several programs were aimed at saving our state mammal—but embarrassingly resulted in 

more deaths. And then the state launched a desperate experiment that led to the most remarkable 

comeback in the history of the Endangered Species Act. But we don’t hear much about the success, 

because our inability to curb urban sprawl continues to shrink panther habitat. In Cat Tale: The Wild, 

Weird Battle to Save the Florida Panther reporter and author Craig Pittman chronicles the story of the 

people who brought the panther back from the brink of extinction, the ones who nearly pushed the species 

over the edge, and the cats that were caught in the middle. 

The big cats are out there—but these large carnivores require a huge territory with an adequate food supply—and well, that 

doesn’t mix with highways and subdivisions. Efforts are ongoing to conserve corridors of land that would allow panthers to claim 

new territory—but is it the same animal now that we have altered the gene pool? Highly readable, full of novelistic detail and wry 

humor, Pittman’s sharp writing and thorough investigating will keep you turning pages and rooting for the big cats. 

My name is Spring Pace. I am 12 years old, and a junior member of the Arcadia Garden 

Club. The Garden Club recently revived the Community Garden next to the Library and is looking 

for kids and adults who enjoy gardening to participate. Gardening is good for your health!  

We planted corn, marigolds, squash and many 

other things! My favorite is the Moringa tree. It has 

more calcium than milk, more vitamin C than 

oranges, and every single part of it is edible! I like 

to drink the tea and eat the leaves. For more 

information on the Community Garden, contact: 

ArcadiaGardenClub2022@gmail.com or call (863)-

354-0808.  

DeSoto County Library thanks Spring and the Arcadia Garden Club for taking on this 

community project! 

Shark Lady, by Jess Keating is the story of a woman who dared to dive, defy, discover, 

and inspire.  One of the best science picture books for children, Shark Lady is a must for both 

kids and parents alike! 

Eugenie Clark fell in love with sharks from the first moment she saw them at the 

aquarium. She couldn't imagine anything more exciting than studying these graceful creatures. 

But Eugenie quickly discovered that many people believed sharks to be ugly and scary--and 

they didn't think women should be scientists. 

Determined to prove them wrong, Eugenie devoted her life to learning about sharks. After earning several 

college degrees and making countless discoveries, Eugenie wrote herself into the history of science, earning the 

nickname Shark Lady. Through her accomplishments, she taught the world that sharks were to be admired 

rather than feared. This story also includes a timeline of Eugenie's life and many fin-tastic shark facts! 

Choice for children—Kara Illguth 

 

Get involved in the Library Community Garden! —by Spring Pace 
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Book Chat notes from 6/22—Join us Wednesday mornings at 11 

Jolaine brought us to the start with a recently released Best of 2022 Books SO FAR List from 

Goodreads.  One that drew particular attention was the Atlas of the Heart : Mapping Meaningful 

Connection and the Language of Human Experience by Brené Brown.  The book is available at the 

library on the pink cart where our most recent releases can be found. The author brings her many 

years of study of human emotions together in an overview of feelings and what to do with them and 

about them. Coincidental to this book being on the list, the library has had a larger than usual number 

of inquiries into books on faith, psychology, the esoteric.  That evergreen of personal improvement 

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People has been much in demand in particular. 

https://www.goodreads.com/blog/show/2302-goodreads-members-top-72-hit-books-of-the-

year-so-far 

The list contains a number of books that we have discussed.  Jody Picoult's Wish You Were Here 

and  Anthony Doer's Cloud Cuckoo Land for example. There are easily another dozen titles that we 

have read and discussed thereby raising concerns that this group might be in the avant-garde of 

readers. Perhaps trend setters or tastemakers? Influencers? Come join us! 

https://www.goodreads.com/blog/show/2302-goodreads-members-top-72-hit-books-of-the-year-so-far
https://www.goodreads.com/blog/show/2302-goodreads-members-top-72-hit-books-of-the-year-so-far

