
Wishing you 

all the Joy of 

the Season! 

 

Dear Folks, 

We are well into our holiday season at this point.  In some respects it seems that 2021 

has just zoomed by. 

We hope that you have enjoyed our fall and Thanksgiving displays.  We are working 

on some awesome ideas for Christmas; stay tuned to see if we pull it off. 

We are so excited to let you know that Jolaine Konstantinidas has joined us as our 

Circulation & Reference Manager.  While she is working part time, she is here to help 

with reader’s advisory work, recommending new authors and helping you find your 

next best read.  She is an avid reader and will have much to recommend to you.  

Come in and chat with her. 

Staff from Sen. Marco Rubio’s office staff will be here to listen and assist you as 

needed on Dec. 1, 10:30-12:30. 

We do have a very special program coming up December 8 at 3:30.  With a grant 

from the Florida Humanities Council, we are able to present one of Florida’s premier 

storytellers, Carrie Sue Ayvar in a virtual event. Join Zoom Meeting,  https://

us06web.zoom.us/j/5711337402 , Meeting ID: 571 133 7402 [More info about Carrie on 

page 4.] 

May the remainder of your holidays be all that you hope for and wish them to be. 

Happy holidays, 

Linda 

Director’s note 

Linda recommends 

Are you in need of a new recipe for the 

holidays or looking for an oldie, goldie that 

you lost? 

Come in and browse our cookbooks.  Of 

course, we have those that are part of our 

permanent collection and available for 

checkout.  We also have quite a selection of 

cookbooks that are yours for the taking.  

Peruse the ones we have on display and if 

you still need other inspiration, ask at the 

desk; we will share our extras waiting to go 

out. 
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A gripping psychological thriller for readers who loved 

The Couple Next Door and The Child. Why is she back? 

And what does she want? Jocelyn was seven years old 

when her beloved nanny disappeared overnight. Her 

parents never told her why. Devastated by the loss and 

the disruption of her safe family enclave, Jocelyn never 

quite got over it. Thirty years later, Jocelyn returns to her crumbling, shadowy 

family home. Widowed and vulnerable, she has a young daughter of her 

own. Then her long-gone nanny appears on the doorstep. And Jocelyn soon 

realizes that she doesn't know who this woman really is  or, now that she's 

back, what she wants. Or what really happened on that fateful night all those 

years ago . The Nanny by Gilly Macmillan is a great psychological suspense 

read! The story sucks you in and at the end steals the breath you didn’t know 

you were holding. It’s about the deadly misperceptions we mistake for reality. 
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Bookmarked—by Jolaine Konstantinidis  

Publishers Weekly 

Bestseller Lists  

November 26, 2021 

FICTION 

1. The Stranger in the Lifeboat, by 

Mitch Albom 

2. The Judge's List, by John Grisham 

3. The Dark Hours, by Michael  

4. The Wish, by Nicholas Sparks 

5. Never, by Ken Follett 

6. Better Off Dead: A Jack Reacher 

Novel, by Lee Child and Andrew 

Child 

7. Game On, 28, by Janet Evanovich 

8. The Lincoln Highway, by Amor 

Towles 

9. Billy Summers, by Stephen King 

10.Final Spin, by Jocko Willink 

 

NONFICTION 

1. Will, by Will Smith with Mark Manson 

2. The Pioneer Woman Cooks--Super 

Easy!: 120 Shortcut Recipes..., by 

Ree Drummond 

3. The President and the Freedom 

Fighter: Abraham Lincoln, Frederick 

Douglass, and Their Battle..., by 

Brian Kilmeade 

4. The Dawn of Everything: A New 

History of Humanity, by David 

Graeber and David Wengrow 

5. The Storyteller: Tales of Life and 

Music, by Dave Grohl 

6. Guinness World Records 2022, by 

Guinness World Records 

7. Jesus Listens: Daily Devotional 

Prayers of Peace, Joy, and Hope, 

by Sarah Young 

8. From Paycheck to Purpose: The 

Clear Path to Work You Love, by 

Ken Coleman 

9. The Lyrics: 1956 to the Present, by 

Paul McCartney, Paul Muldoon, 

Editor 

10.Immune: A Journey Into the 

Mysterious System That Keeps You 

Alive, by Philipp Dettmer 

Journeys—I have been fortunate to travel during my 

long life, but I feel my most meaningful journeys have 

been launched from the pages of books. Books can be 

life changing; Anna Quindlen, in her book, How Reading 

Changed My Life, says it best: “Books are the plane, and 

the train, and the road. They are the destination, and 

the journey…” Booking those journeys can be tricky 

when there are so many books and genres to choose 

from, and life is short. So, I rely heavily on my book mates 

for recommendations. In addition, I have landed a job at the library! What a 

sweet spot to start a new chapter in my journey! As I embark upon this 

experience, surrounded by stacks of places to go and people to meet, I hope 

the titles I share might please you and enrich your journey as well.  

Two Steps Forward by Graeme Simsion and his wife Anne Buist is a work of 

fiction. Written after the two completed a walk on “the Way of St. James” 

as it is known in English, a pilgrimage from France to Spain. It is called the 

“Chemin” in French, and in Spanish the “Camino de Compostela”; a 

journey ending in Santiago, Spain and one that changes anyone who 

walks the path that winds through many small villages. Although people 

come from many different countries, for as many different reasons to take 

this journey, no one comes away unchanged from the experience. Zoe, 

an artist, trying to wrap her head around her sudden widowhood, 

embarks on the journey impulsively, alone, and unprepared. Martin, an 

engineer recently divorced, has the specific purpose to test a prototype 

of a hiking backpack that he has designed. The two main characters 

enter the Chemin at the same village and face physical challenges to be 

expected when walking several hours a day, but dealing with their own 

emotions and confronting their personal issues becomes the true journey. 

If you are familiar with Simsion’s earlier Rosie series, you will be charmed 

once again by his blend of sincerity and humor. Check out the short 

YouTube trailer posted on his website that parodies the two authors 

coming up with a title for this book. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBgS9X1UYDY 

Liz suggests—by Liz Coronado 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBgS9X1UYDY


Each year when December finally rolls in, the memories of my grandmother 

reading different Jan Brett stories to me as a child come rolling in too. The Mitten 

was one of my favorites, with it following Jan’s style of spunky characters and 

hidden illustrations. So grab a cup of hot cocoa and snuggle up to read this 

memorable book! 

When Nicki drops his white mitten in the snow, he goes on without realizing that it 

is missing. One by one, woodland animals find it and crawl in and what happens 

next makes for a wonderfully funny climax.  

Once again Jan Brett has created a dramatic and beautiful picture book in her distinctive style. She brings 

the animals to life with warmth and humor, and her illustrations are full of visual delights and details faithful 

to the Ukrainian tradition from which the story comes. 

In November 1957 Pan American World Airways Flight 7 went down in the Pacific midway to 

Honolulu without any distress call. All 44 passengers and crew perished, the cause of the 

crash remains unknown. Only 19 shark eaten bodies were recovered, and very few remnants 

of the plane. But Ken Fortenberry, an award-winning journalist whose father was the copilot 

and navigator leaves no stone unturned in this account of his nearly 60 years of research. It 

was the dawn of the jet age—was the aging prop-driven Stratocruiser brought down by lax 

maintenance procedures? The Russians had recently launched the first artificial satellite—

UFO sightings were rampant. Was it disabling electromagnetic force that took it down? Two 

years earlier Ken's father and another pilot documented a UFO sighting that to this day 

remains a credible account. Aboard were two individuals who may have sabotaged the plane, each for his own 

reasons. What about the high concentration of carbon monoxide found in the recovered bodies? Could gas 

powered cabin heaters have been the culprit? Flight 7 is missing : The Search for My Father's Killer occasionally 

gets bogged down in the details, but for the most part reads like a fast-paced murder mystery.   

In the twinkling of an eye, millions of people around the globe disappear. Four kids, 

Judd, Vicki, Lionel, and Ryan are left behind. Jerry B. Jenkins and Tim 

Lahaye explain what life will be like after the rapture.  The Vanishings: Four Kids Face 

Earth's Last Days Together is the first book in the Left behind: The kids series.  

I definitely recommend you read it. 
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Choice for children—Kara Illguth 

Student review—Alexandria Wilson - 8th grade 

Editor’s suggestion—by Karen Smoke 

Robert recommends—by Robert Anders 

The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien is perhaps the most perfect fantasy 

quest ever embarked on by a unlikely hero.  And now at 75 years 

it  might be time to just settle back and read or reread this classic 

adventure.  Even if you have seen the movies, this gem is worth a 

read !  



DeSoto County Library 

125 N Hillsborough Ave 

Arcadia FL 34266 

www.myhlc.org/des 

Friends of DeSoto County 

Library Association 

P O Box 444 

Arcadia, FL 34265 

W E ’ R E  O N  TH E  W E B !  

W W W . MY H L C . O R G/ D E S  

L I KE  U S  O N  F AC EB O O K !  

Page 4 BiblioBites 

DeSoto County Public Library is 

partially funded through a grant 

from Florida Department of State. 

Phone: 863-993-4851 

  

Linda Waters, Library Director 

E-mail: LindaW@myhlc.org 

  

Karen Smoke, Newsletter Editor 

aandksmoke@gmail.com 

  

Friends email: 

deslibassoc@gmail.com 

LIBRARY HOURS 

 

Tuesday & Thursday: 9:00—6:00 

Wednesday & Friday 8:30—6:00    

Saturday: 9:00-2:30 

Closed Sunday and Monday 

  

Carrie Sue Ayvar 

Artist Statement—Stories connect us, uno al otro, one to 

another. With stories in Spanish and English I entertain and 

educate, share insights and experiences, laughter and 

joy. I believe that by sharing our stories we can improve 

communications, learn about one another and increase 

respect and peace. 

Artist Bio—Blending traditional, international & personal 

tales, award-winning bilingual storyteller Carrie Sue Ayvar 

takes her listeners on a journey into the imagination 

connecting people, languages and cultures through her 

stories that flow effortlessly between Spanish and English. A nationally known 

Chautauqua scholar, as well as a Kennedy Center & Wolftrap trained Artist in 

Education, her tales celebrate both the similarities and the differences of our 

culturally diverse communities. As a third generation storyteller Carrie Sue Ayvar 

learned early on the power of the oral tradition and its capacity for healing, 

inspiration, education, and entertainment. 

https://storytapestries.org/program-item/carrie-sue-ayvar/ 

https://storytapestries.org/program-item/carrie-sue-ayvar/



