
Dear Folks, 

March is here and we are busy working for you.  Ms Liz is busy preparing for this 

month’s events as well as working diligently to provide an awesome summer for all 

our patrons. Check out our timely exhibit of Cracker tales and history, of Florida 

pioneers and cowboys.  Leigh and Karen have prepared quite the selection of books 

for you.  Wendy is busy working with her groups both on and off site and still 

processing all of our recent additions to our collections. 

A huge thank you goes out to two very different benefactors during February. Iris 

Varner’s children surprised her with a birthday donation in her honor to the library.  

We really enjoyed the process of selecting books we thought she would enjoy. 

Check out some of our recent additions and you just might find a book plate 

indicating her children’s gift in her honor. 

Our second donation came from WEDU and the Phyllis L. Ensign endowment.  They 

have provided us with a beautiful “Library Corner” for our children’s area and 

activities for our little ones. Big red Clifford even joined us for the grand opening. 

We are so grateful for each and every one of you. 

Come see us! 

Linda  

Director’s note 

Linda recommends 

"A compelling-and illuminating-look at how our daily habits impact 

the environment."--Vanity Fair 

"Shows how even the smallest decisions can have profound 

environmental consequences."--The New York Times 

From a former New York Times science writer, this urgent call to action will empower you to 

stand up to climate change and environmental pollution by making simple but impactful 

everyday choices. 

With urgency and wit, Tatiana Schlossberg explains that far from being only a distant 

problem of the natural world created by the fossil fuel industry, climate change is all 

around us, all the time, lurking everywhere in our convenience-driven society, all without 

our realizing it.                                         Read about another selection by Linda on page 4. 
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Giverny, France. During the day, the town is the 

home of the famous artist Claude Monet and 

the gardens where he painted his Water Lilies. 

But once the tourists have gone, there is a 

darker side to the peaceful French village. 

Black Water Lilies by Michel Bussi is the story of 

thirteen days that begin with one murder and 

end with another. Jérôme Morval, a man whose 

passion for art was matched only by his passion for women, has 

been found dead in the stream that runs through the gardens. In 

his pocket is a postcard of Monet's Water Lilies with the 

words: Eleven years old. Happy Birthday. 

Entangled in the mystery are three women: a young painting 

prodigy, the seductive village schoolteacher, and an old widow 

who watches over the village from a mill by the stream. All three of 

them share a secret. But what do they know about the discovery 

of Jérôme Morval's corpse? And what is the connection to the 

mysterious, rumored painting of Black Water Lilies? 

 Leigh’s pick—by Leigh Hornbake 

Wendy’s bookshelf—by Wendy Farris 

The Book of Candlelight is the third installment 

by Ellery Adams in her Secret, Book, and Scone 

Society series.  It is raining nonstop in Miracle 

Springs, which is good for business, because the 

tourists are going into the shops and restaurants 

to keep dry.  Nora goes to the local flea market 

to find things to sell in her store.  She buys a clay 

pot made by a local Cherokee man who she 

later finds dead.  In addition to solving his murder, she ends up 

making connections and solving an old mystery.   

This is the best of the three!  I love murder mysteries, but I really love 

cold case mysteries.  This combines the two and kept me reading 

anxiously until the end.  Ellery Adams is one of my favorite 

authors.  All of her books are great reads. 
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"Reading forces you to be quiet in a world that no longer 

makes a place for that."  
~ John Green 

 

 

"I was born with a reading list I will never finish."  
~ Maud Casey 

Publishers Weekly 

Bestseller Lists  

March 2, 2020 

FICTION 

1. American Dirt, by Jeanine Cummins 

2. The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the 

Horse, by Charlie Mackesy 

3. Golden in Death: An Eve Dallas 

Novel, by J D Robb 

4. One Minute Out, by Mark Greaney 

5. Lost, by James Patterson and James 
O Born 

6. The Dutch House, by Ann Patchett 

7. The Guardians, by John Grisham 

8. Crooked River, by Douglas Preston 
and Lincoln Child 

9. Such a Fun Age, by Kiley Reid 

10.A Long Petal of the Sea, by Isabel 
Allende 

NONFICTION 

1. Dark Towers: Deutsche Bank, 
Donald Trump, and an Epic Trail of 

Destruction, by David Enrich  

2. Open Book, by Jessica Simpson 

3. A Very Stable Genius: Donald J. 
Trump's Testing of America, by Philip 
Rucker and Carol Leonnig 

4. Un-Trumping America: A Plan to 
Make America a Democracy Again, 
by Dan Pfeiffer 

5. Built, Not Born: A Self-Made 
Billionaire's No-Nonsense Guide for 
Entrepreneurs, by Tom Golisano with 
Mike Wicks 

6. Profiles in Corruption: Abuse of 
Power by America's Progressive 

Elite, by Peter Schweizer 

7. Get Out of Your Head: Stopping the 
Spiral of Toxic Thoughts, by Jennie 
Allen 

8. Until the End of Time: Mind, Matter, 
and Our Search for Meaning in an 

Evolving Universe, by Brian Greene 

9. Mastering Diabetes: The 
Revolutionary Method to Reverse 
Insulin Resistance Permanently..., by 
Cyrus Khambatta and Robby Barbaro 

10.Floret Farm's a Year in Flowers: 
Designing Gorgeous Arrangements 
for Every Season, by Erin Benzakein, 
et al. 



In one of the last cities standing after the world fell to monsters, best 

friends Zed Kagari and Brock Dunderfel have high hopes for the 

future. Zed desperately wishes to join the ranks of the Mages Guild, 

where his status as Freestone's only half elf might finally be an asset. 

Brock, is confident he'll be welcomed into the ranks of the Merchants 

Guild. But just as it seems the boys' dreams have come true, their 

lives take a startling turn and they find themselves members of the 

perilous Adventurers Guild.  

Led by the fearsome Alabasel Frond, the guild acts as the last line of defense against 

the Dangers-hungry, unnatural beasts from otherworldly planes. And when the boys 

uncover a conspiracy that threatens all of Freestone, Zed, Brock, and their new allies 

must prove their worth once and for all. This start of a thrilling new series is sure to be a 

hit with readers who like their fantasies clever and action-packed, with tons of humor 

and heart.  

The authors, Zack Loren Clark and Nick Eliopulos, created a unique world with monsters 

I've not read about. The story of how each character became part of the Guild is 

different for each one, which enriched the tale. At times it was a little telly, but it didn't 

prevent me from getting engrossed in the characters adventures and wondering how 

they'd handle themselves in their situations, and how things would turn out.  

I came across this book looking for novels about the Great Smoky 

Mountains area of North Carolina. Where the Lilies Bloom by Bill and 

Vera Cleaver  is an award-winning novel about the resilience of the 

human spirit, the power of duty, the fragile relationship between 

humans and nature, and the sacrifices we make for family. 

Mary Call has promised her dying father to keep her brother and 

sisters together forever in their poor sharecroppers home and to never 

take any help from strangers. She is determined to keep her word—

and her pride. No matter what. 

At first she is sure she can manage. The Luther children scrimp and do all they can to 

eke out a living for themselves. Romey, Ima Dean, and Devola help gather herbs to sell 

in town; the riches of the mountains will surely keep the family clothed and fed. But 

when winter comes, Mary Call learns that the land where the lilies bloom can be a cruel 

and unforgiving place, and it will take more than a promise to keep her family together. 

Mary Call takes refuge in her journal, and the essays she writes for school assignments 

catch the eye of her teacher who urges her not to waste her talent with words by 

settling for "a life in the hills," implying she should pursue a career as an author. 

This classic coming of age story explores issues of poverty, character, and 

perseverance. It is a great selection for reading together as a family—try reading a 

chapter an evening—there are lots of opportunities to open discussions with your 

children.  

Family read—by Karen Smoke 
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Pre-teen read—by Liz Coronado 

“If there's a 

book that you 

want to read, 

but it hasn't 

been written 

yet, then you 

must write it.”  

~ Toni Morrison 



Another recommendation from Linda 

DeSoto County Library 

125 N Hillsborough Ave 

Arcadia FL 34266 

www.myhlc.org/des 

Phone: 863-993-4851 

 

Linda Waters, Library Director 

E-mail: LindaW@myhlc.org 

 

Karen Smoke,Newsletter Editor 

aandksmoke@gmail.com 

 

Anson Raymond, Membership 

deslibassoc@gmail.com 

Friends of DeSoto County 

Library Association 

P O Box 444 

Arcadia, FL 34265 

W E ’ R E  O N  T HE  W E B !  

WW W . M Y H LC . O R G / D E S  

L I K E  U S  O N  F AC E B O O K !  
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LIBRARY HOURS 
Tuesday—Friday 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 

Saturday 9:00 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

Closed Sunday and Monday 

DeSoto County Public Library is 

partially funded through a grant 

from Florida Department of State . 

A longtime backpacker, climber, and skier, Michael Lanza 

knows our national parks like the back of his hand. As a 

father, he hopes to share these special places with his two 

young children. But he has seen firsthand the changes 

wrought by the warming climate and understands what lies 

ahead: Alaska’s tidewater glaciers are rapidly retreating, 

and the abundant sea life in their shadow departs with 

them. Encroaching tides threaten beloved wilderness 

coasts like Washington’s Olympic and Florida’s Everglades. 

Less snowfall and hotter summers will diminish Yosemite’s world-famous 

waterfalls. And it is predicted that Glacier National Park’s 7,000-year-old 

glaciers will be gone in a decade. 

In Before They’re Gone, he takes his nine-year-old son, Nate, and seven-year-

old daughter, Alex, on an ambitious journey to see as many climate-

threatened wild places as he can fit into a year: backpacking in the Grand 

Canyon, Glacier, the North Cascades, Mount Rainier, Rocky Mountain, and 

along the wild Olympic coast; sea kayaking in Alaska’s Glacier Bay; hiking to 

Yosemite’s waterfalls; rock climbing in Joshua Tree National Park; cross-

country skiing in Yellowstone; and canoeing in the Everglades. 

 


