
Folks, 

We owe a huge thank you to our Library Association volunteers who sponsored our book sale 

here on Saturday. Likewise, we owe a huge debt of appreciation to all of you who shared 

books from your own libraries to make the sale possible. To those of you who bought books, 

we thank you. The money is earmarked for our programming needs, primarily our children’s 

programs for the summer. 

We are indeed grateful to AARP and their volunteers who have once again joined us for tax 

season. Appointments are still available for anyone who would like the assistance with their 

taxes. 

My thought for all of us for February – “A little consideration, a little thought for others, makes 

all the difference.” (Borrowed from the great philosophers Winnie the Pooh and Eeyore.) 

Come visit with us. 

Linda 

Director’s note 

Linda recommends 

"Whistlestop by John Dickerson tells the human story of nervous 

gambits hatched in first-floor hotel rooms, failures of will before the 

microphone, and the cross-country crack-ups of long-planned 

stratagems. At the bar at the end of a campaign day, these are the 

stories reporters rehash for themselves and embellish for newcomers. 

In addition to the familiar tales. Whistlestop also remembers the 

forgotten stories about the bruising and reckless campaigns of the nineteenth century, 

when the combatants believed the consequences included the fate of the republic 

itself.  Whistlestop is a ride through the American campaign history with one of its most 

enthusiastic conductors guiding you through the landmarks along the way."--Jacket. 

Review Quotes: 

"As much as we arrogantly think our present political moment is new, it is not. Now, 

along comes this wonderful book to set us straight. It connects and interconnects signal 

campaigns from our 'glorious' past, where the same sausage making we decry today is 

on vivid, sometimes impressive, sometimes hilarious, display. " –Ken Burns 

"Filled with colorful characters and rollicking tales, this chronicle of exciting presidential 

campaigns is fun, informative, and enlightening. John Dickerson has a storyteller's touch 

and a historian's insight. It's nice to be reminded of the beauty and glory of American 

democracy at its best."— Walter Isaacson 
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Those of you who enjoy reading historic fiction, I have 

an author for you. His name is Erik Larson and he 

writes the best historic non-fiction I have come across 

in a long time. Whether it’s his book about  WWII or 

the Lusitania, he has a way of getting hold of you and 

you think you’re reading fiction. A smooth flowing 

style that that will keep your interest from beginning to 

end. His books include Dead Wake-the last crossing of 

the Lusitania, In the Garden of Beasts-about Hitler’s Berlin, The Devil in the 

White City, Thunderstruck, and Isaac's Storm. I am convinced once you 

pick one of his books up you will want to read all his books. 

 Leigh’s pick—by Leigh Hornbake 

Wendy’s bookshelf—by Wendy Farris 

Clara Benson made up a story about an author 

because she didn't think anyone would read her own 

books.  She said the author's family always knew she 

"scribbled", but they never saw what was written until 

they found the notebooks after her death and had 

them published on her memory. In reality, Clara is a 

young woman who has written two series, one with 

Angela Marchmont and the other as a spin off with 

Freddy Pilkington-Soames, the son of a friend of 

Angela.  The Murder at Sissingham Hall is the first in the Marchmont 

series.  Angela is something of a mystery herself in the beginning, but more 

of her past is revealed as the series progresses.  Freddy is the ne'er-do-well 

son of a friend who gets a job (at his parents' insistence) at the same 

newspaper where his mother works.  All the characters are believable 

and the stories move right along.  They are all available as ebooks and 

are free if you have Kindle Unlimited.  They are also available in 

paperback.  
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New York Times 

Bestseller Lists  

February 5, 2017  

FICTION 

1. NEVER NEVER by James 

Patterson and Candice Fox 

2. A DOG'S PURPOSE by W. Bruce 

Cameron 

3. A MAN CALLED OVE by Fredrik 

Backman 

4. FEVERSONG by Karen Marie 

Moning 

5. EGOMANIAC by Vi Keeland 

6. THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN by Paula 

Hawkins 

7. THE WHISTLER by John Grisham  

8. MILK AND HONEY by Rupi Kaur 

9. THE MISTRESS by Danielle Steel 

10.THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 

By Colson Whitehead 

 

NON FICTION 

1. HIDDEN FIGURES by Margot 

Lee Shetterly 

2. HILLBILLY ELEGY by J. D. Vance 

3. THREE DAYS IN JANUARY by 

Bret Baier with Catherine 

Whitney 

4. KILLING THE RISING SUN by Bill 

O'Reilly and Martin Dugard 

5. THE MAGNOLIA STORY by Chip 

Gaines and Joanna Gaines 

with Mark Dagostino 

6. THE LOST CITY OF THE MONKEY 

GOD by Douglas Presto 

7. THE UNDOING PROJECT by 

Michael Lewis 

8. ALEXANDER HAMILTON by Ron 

Chernow 

9. WHEN BREATH BECOMES AIR by 

Paul Kalanithi 

10.THE PRINCESS DIARIST by Carrie 

Fisher 

Editor’s suggestion—by Karen Smoke 

I am a sap for every cat, dog and horse story that 

comes my way. The cover of A Street Cat Named Bob 

by James Bowen called to me from one of the boxes at 

the library book sale last month. 

James was struggling with drug addiction when the 

young ginger cat wandered into his life. The cat soon 

begins to accompany him on his daily rounds of 

busking—playing his guitar on London street corners for 

tips—and James realizes that with the cat he is no longer one of the 

faceless invisible homeless people. When he commits to caring for the 

cat, he takes the first step toward turning his life around. Already in a drug 

withdrawal program, he realizes he needs more steady income, even 

though the personable cat is already tripling his earnings. It's not all 

roses—the duo face some challenges—but it is an all around good read. 
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In this gripping page-turner, an ex-agent on the run from her former 

employers must take one more case to clear her name and save her 

life.  

She used to work for the U.S. government, but very few people ever 

knew that. An expert in her field, she was one of the darkest secrets 

of an agency so clandestine it doesn't even have a name. And 

when they decided she was a liability, they came for her without 

warning.  

Now she rarely stays in the same place or uses the same name for 

long. They've killed the only other person she trusted, but something she knows still poses 

a threat. They want her dead, and soon.  

When her former handler offers her a way out, she realizes it's her only chance to erase 

the giant target on her back. But it means taking one last job for her ex-employers. To 

her horror, the information she acquires only makes her situation more dangerous.  

Resolving to meet the threat head-on, she prepares for the toughest fight of her life but 

finds herself falling for a man who can only complicate her likelihood of survival. As she 

sees her choices being rapidly whittled down, she must apply her unique talents in ways 

she never dreamed of. The Chemist was a grabber! I had a hard time putting it down. I 

hope Stephanie Meyer continues to write wonderful books.  

Liz likes—by Liz Coronado 

Cindy’s choice for children—by Cindy Beaudoin 

"Everybody is smart in different ways. But if you judge a fish by its 

ability to climb a tree, it will live its life believing it is stupid.” 

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time 

she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to read by 

creating clever yet disruptive distractions.  She is afraid to ask for 

help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest 

teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the 

trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself 

and that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally feels free 

to be herself and the world starts opening up with possibilities. She discovers that there’s 

a lot more to her—and to everyone—than a label, and that great minds don’t always 

think alike.             

 Fish In A Tree by author Lynda Mullaly Hunt, is a uplifting novel that will speak to anyone 

who's ever thought there was something wrong with them because they didn't fit in. 
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“Let us read, and let us dance; these two amusements 

will never do any harm to the world.”                                                     

― Voltaire 

 

“A children's 

story that can 

only be enjoyed 

by children is 

not a good 

children's story 

in the slightest.” 

― C.S. Lewis 
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LIBRARY HOURS 
Tuesday—Friday 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
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W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  W E B !  

W W W . M Y H L C . O R G / D E S  

L I K E  U S  O N  F AC E B O O K !  
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Al Smoke, husband of newsletter editor Karen 

Smoke, lost his battle with cancer this past 

December. One of his favorite activities was to go 

the library to read newspapers and magazines. He 

enjoyed sitting in an easy chair while he was there.  

To honor his memory the Library Association wants to 

buy an easy chair for the library. The association is 

asking for donations to help cover the cost. Any 

donations should be mailed to the DeSoto 

County Library Association, PO Box 444, 

Arcadia, FL 34266. 

Please indicate that 

your donation is for 

the chair. The 

association is a 501c3 

organization and 

contributions are tax 

deductible. 


